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Attorney Catherine O’Donnell found that her desire to 
help others fit naturally with helping families navigate 
that difficult time as an estate lawyer. She also deals 
with Orphans Court issues and elder law. She partners 
with her husband, Neil, at the O’Donnell Law Offices.
However, she did not begin law school with the intent 

of becoming a tax estate lawyer. She credits her suc-
cess to both the challenges and flexibility of law.
“There are so many aspects of law, and I specifically 

was interested in owning my own business,” Catherine 
said. “By obtaining my Juris Doctorate and Master of 
Business degrees from the University of Pittsburgh (in 
1988), I was able to study the mathematical and market-
ing aspects of business law I enjoyed while also chal-
lenging myself to learn economics.”
Her work as a lawyer and community involvement is 

the reason O’Donnell was chosen to be honored in the 
Times Leader’s Distinctive Women special section.
Catherine and Neil met during their first day of law 

school, and they married in 1989. After working at law 
firms in Philadelphia for three years, the two decided 
to relocate to Shavertown.
Before partnering with Neil at his firm in 2002, Cath-

erine worked as an associate in the Scranton office of 
Dilworth, Paxson, Kalish & Kauffman, and then part-
time for Elliott Reihner Siedzikowski & Egan, PC, while 
raising the couple’s son, Neil Philip, and daughter, 
Renata. Neil Philip and Renata are both now lawyers.
Catherine’s inspiration for continued success in both 

her law career and personal growth stems from client 
involvement and the desire to work hands-on within 
the community.
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Catherine R. O’Donnell, Esquire, of O’Donnell Law Offices, Kingston, specializes in estate planning and administration.

“The most important part about what I do is commu-
nication and trust-building with my clients,” Catherine 
said. “I make sure to identify with them in their most 
vulnerable moments, handling everything from collec-
tion of materials and records to finance. Being able to 
treat people in the most humane way during this time 
is essential.
“It’s what I love most about what I do.”
Catherine is a past president of the parents’ asso-

ciation of Wyoming Valley Montessori School and 
the Lower and Upper Schools of Wyoming Seminary; 
current vice president of the Wilkes-Barre Law and 
Library Association; board member of Junior Leader-
ship of Wilkes-Barre; member of the United Way board; 
and chairperson of Dress for Success of Luzerne Coun-
ty, among other accomplishments.
“Once my children were gone for school, I wanted to 

find something community-based to be a part of that 
focused on women,” she said. “I began doing hands-on 
work for Dress for Success, helping women with re-
entry into the workforce. I enjoy the practical aspects of 
community involvement.
“You give what you get, and I have made lasting rela-

tionships with so many great people here over the last 
30 years.”
O’Donnell is a coffee enthusiast and aside from relax-

ing at the family home, she enjoys visiting her children 
in New York. This past January, her son married a fel-
low lawyer.
“A whole new chapter has begun with my new daugh-

ter-in-law in the family. I loved the four of us and now 
the five of us,” she said. 
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KINGSTON — With the death of a loved one not only comes overwhelming 
grief, but also the difficult task of dealing with that person’s estate.

Quotable: “The most important part about what I do is communication and trust-building with my clients. I make sure to 
identify with them in their most vulnerable moments, handling everything from collection of materials and records to finance. 

Being able to treat people in the most humane way during this time is essential. It’s what I love most about what I do.”
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